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Textiles and Dragon-Snakes

The Vatter Collection in

Fig: 1: Hanna Vatter
playing with a tame
cockatoo. Eastern
Flores, 1935,

Fig: 21 The clan elders
of Leloba mear il
Mandiri: Basa Doke
Hurint. igo Subang
Hurink, Peku Koben,
unknown, Laba Kelen,
unknown, Motok Balan
(behind Laba Kelan),
November, 1928
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Une of ihe limest and bes docuneenies) early ool-

lections of ethnographic macerial [rom eastem
Indonesia is opmed in the Msseum der Weltkodowren
in Frankhun, Ceermany.” Yer uniil now this reaanck-
silale FLLE T of osjects—maae thian 1, 08H) feme—hne-
been largely ignored, its existence known only 1o o
simall mumber of experts with a paricilar interest in
the willage socieiics of lndonesia’s Lesser Sunda
lelands, e eaitire collection and an assessanent of
thie collecior's work has recemily been gruablishied in
cnialogue form and hopelully ihis will bring i the
aidemtm 18 dleseryies |i||- sk ;||!|||ﬂ' JanoA. |-|]|'- LT}
IHIIIIIiIII'Illlll lap i ol lectien and is |-I1Ir"1'|ll|_ l|||l|
J-l'n-ﬁ:. miriliees ithe culivrnl congesd i which ihe
III.|':-'.I'I.||| Wil dEe sl

Uy the marning of Movemnber 9 195 (he small
-|q-.||||-|:-||| fig l'n'-.'-_l' o ol ihe -|||||- ol e
Sethedmnds Indies" government shipping company,
L -|||Jl|'l|.|.|'|||.||: r|‘||- TR ."'|I|I|I' strgil enst of
Flores in eastern Indonesm, U board were Ermns

Andl ||.|I|I|.1 Yatter, wilss were II.|'||'||r|: As f.|| =

Frankfurt

By Ruth Barnes

il I|||' IFI

1||illi||II'l '|-ll|l'l.'llI 1 F.-l'l I Ill:i"- IIII'\- Wolls g

Larantuka, a small wen ot the [oor
1 b
their biwse for an expedition that woold lsg seven
e lnowds of =i
aned Aliw

Yaner was curator al the Etlawsgraphic Muoseom in

meaiths anald  teke them
Ailonara, Lembana, Paniar A the i
Frankfur, amd le o been senn i collect an el
of the museum and provide an inital suevey of (he
ied L]

Vamer had been workinmg st the musemn s
19 and had gained constderabile expersence e
relatively new Delil of musenm ethoology, bt ihis
jourmey was i e his foest feld expenience. His pub
leations belore this g sl i D had o keen
ard well-carablishesd interest in etlowgrplic ar
and mnterial culiaee, [t wlar ISR Was
liis Lok, Wefrgmiss

lishigead G 19200

||I‘|I-'.'|lln'; l.lll L I'.l.'l'l’.l.'l |I|I.'I.| ] !'llll
Al the dme, tlie Frankfor Moseam
already had o considermbbe Indonesmn collsetion, ol
which the miosa -l||l-|:|||||.|.'-:.-.||| bl beeen =ammlsled

v Johannes e o TW0O=10 shen he visioed



Fg. 3: Armed warrior,

1ra. February
1929,

Fig. #4: Young women

fetching water. Leloba,

1li Mandlrd, Hovember
19328.

=ulnwest and the westerm (UL .-f lpe |- et | "‘III1||i'|
lelmmils. T ..'l'.|r|p||'l|||'1|| this mnterinl, Yaier inend-
ol fin travel o tlse islamels east of Ellserts itinerary,
I‘i.' b 5H L TS .||||||;|,||;-'|| ||'| Ili- SAEINIE W Il‘.l' III'| '\-|'I"'||'I
wlvmm he had married |.||"|I|1' I|I.||I e

e lirst month of their ginwe in the islands woas
-\.I||'r|| .'||.|i||":-| 11 Asie '-li.|.1:'-|' I.-|'|l|||.| Pl :]Ir I:III!JI'
western hise of 1 Manding, i osder 10 acupuani
themaelves with the beal eoliore and  languasge,
'l.lrh-|'_|d_:|'| |||-|' 1'\-'-|'\-||'. L il I|||' |||IJFI!|':- L b |-r|r||:|| I|'|
fo callect Tor the museom, Vaiter was o trasmed etli-
j|||]||:|-| ;||||| |||' .|1-|| |.|.;|||I|'|| i EIEITR III.|-|-I!II|I.|I'-Il
.|||-|||'| ||‘|-' =i b |;|_| kel I|:.|I |m-||||| vl I|I-|"\-r llllil'l'r-\-
||| _|,||-||||-h|| fii |.|||-|'|'I-\. il :||;|I|'Fi.|| |II|r|II|' I‘Il .II'\-ll
[ ..”r-u'“-.l ral ||i-\.|..||, |||'|.I||- .l|I||| rl'lll_'illll'l arad MR-
cultural cluns, Inadditon, he poted—and ocva-
-...|.-:||t:. wigs bemapsed lv—ihie |||||'.|||1'l. L:I!II-I'II|| Kyn-
tems that govermed clan alliliations and marminge
rules i e western region of bis expedition. Dunng
the month in Leloba, he seeamulated more: infir-

iR ane in prealer detail than he -.-..n|||| bz ke

Vatter

FI‘, 5: Shigld
Lembata,
Lamatukang.
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Vatter

to o in pny subeequent bcation, sinee he and his  Fg. 62 Two roof gable arrives) in the warly sivieenth century and have con-

wife were able 1o spend only o few days ot each. Hi=  ThEures, doo. pinmed] to Mowrish. Aler startedd 0 eonvert o
: Lewohokeng. Solor

Protestunt Cliristianiey in tle eardy twentieth cenin-
£l fo. BEA, 165 !

bisok. Ader Kirevere: smbaekonnte Bergrailer im fropi-

sedien Mol [ P32, was the result of this ethno- rv, with o parienlsdy destruetive elfecs o inadige-
lngical survey andd it remnined the only source of s nous culiure, moterial and otherwise, Today more
kind Fosr iy vears. than ninery pereent belong 1o e or the ather of the

Afrer Lebolsa, they visited all of East Flires and pwo winrld religions, bt thie role of ancestors wsd e
the islands Sobor, Adonara, and Lembata, always ceremonies beld on their hebalf remain important,
returning briefly 10 Larmotuka between exeursions Agricultural rites are also generally saill carvied ou,
vi store e record dheir eageiclly f . Although  the  wentieth  century
LERRL i||;= w:llu-:'“'nn Tlpr' easierm -I'_ 4 |.lIll|||;|1I :II:Lim' l'|!|:|l|,'.'r"~. ill.l‘li:.ﬂl'l:lull-
part of the expedition, covering | _:. | socinl and religions belicls are sill
Paiar and Alor, was explored _:! W strong and have aften found  their

paing  the regional capital of -l s svoerene form o ieligiisn,

Kalabinhi an the laner izland a= o The muterinl culinee of the islands has
hase. The western part of this area, changesl consicderably over ilie years,

from Fast Flores o Lemnlain, = with many 1'|||1|1|'|1|||r|1||ljr|.'|.-||:||l||I'||‘|.'

vallesd Lamadsslor and is unigesd En-'_l,' lan- e -|'|'|||u||i|||!:¢ inacle from beurilo,

guige anel socind structre, although dif- covonnt, or palm leal now replaced by
ferenees of dinlect and local custom exis, plastic, gliss, or porcelain. The village
sometimes changing from village 1o village, emvironment looks different wabay. People
taiar o Aloe, i conirass, linve o bewilider- g usc different wtensils in their kinchens ansd
ing number of languages, although cerain eul- 1o serve fooid, and they cenainly dress diflfer-
tural traits are slured ! ently, For that reason, tle Frankrt collections
Despite variations in social structare and lan- s an important part in recording and presery-
gunge. the islands have much in common, ing the Wistory of the prople visited durng Yaers
{;ﬁrgm[rl[‘ir‘““r. ||:4':c e pnouriiniaeis ancl, LR L fior 'y ealition.
Alor. voleanie, Their climate is dry. with virusally no
The Colleciion

Thrvsughoan his trvels, Vanter tried 1w gather olijects

cain sansibe the mwmils of the west monsoon [eom
December o Mawch, Ther |u:11|.1|1|:|j|l|| ill"i:ll'l;l'l.“'-
swidden agricalinre and grows muiee, tulsers, and thai were pepresentative of any given lecation, and, 1o
rive, mainly in dry eultivation, Coflfee and cashes a point, le was successful in assembling o collection
pnits are cash erops ond ane wow eosnmieally siznifl- that is an effective survey of the merial coliore of
peant, although they plaved only a small mle in the il islanels, e sloailid Be eredived witli eollecting bath
19240, Fish are nuritionally imporans, alithough finishes] odgects and the wols and implemenis that

few commumities specinbize n-:l'lmiwlg. i1 I wene il in e pllll:hh'linll. Prisr 1o thie expeedinson,

activities.* The regional towns more than doubiled in e enwninr fewcns oof his ingerest had been in artistic cre-
AL ||||ri||.;|_r;|I|.-q-|.r|3,' twentiel CERINY, Lian dwnos - Fh. 7+ skoll of a deer, atbonr, mestlseties, and the mle of the aris nonon-
ple still live in small villages and tend their fiedds. 2w bhaka, Contral Weestern societies, As o colbeeir in the fiebil, he wok o
b insluip is trnied FEI“III.#II.’:I.II’:I‘i'iIII'II' besewnt, aawd the Aler, Tanglapul, il hmwader perspective and tried 1o inchule olijseis

Gomule. The shull was

l:l-pl asabh o i |'1.'v|:r3.'||:|:| ([T ] 'n-rll A5 e rhar |!u|l|| i ﬂ'li!-_f-il'lll-

“ﬂ||||||||1't|!|' % |.|-.||||,||§I diviclesl inpo clans, the mem-

lsers ol which slare 0 copmmon mcestor” phy after its use for o ceremonial fonction, In his collection, plain and

I lsis ddosemmeniatin, Yaiter notes and somes Do ceremonies and offer-  andinary olsjects are found side-by-side with objeos

romantically disapproves of the cmpversia 1o Frgs- thut obwiously give evidenee ol amisie tlest ol
. P kol of & deew with Bome, 4

{hiristinmily or lslam, Laraniukn has mn old Catholic iFrierted wrrsadien epry and wrestiv XTI :-|u'1'|ﬂ|' =i it igsjar wpels, All of il items
o B g fetad W1t prad of

R S are peconded with weticulons detail, nehsding the

traclition that goes hack o Portyguese influences in

the sixteenth century, and the Lamnlmlob regios i Gl fo 10T WS 2ESET olijert s Function, wdigenows mame, ol place of ori-
large bl Catleedie missispanies from the late nige- i wiwl porchise, Oecasionally. aiil nlrl”ill"!- fisr
peenth century onwards. Islamic constal settlements comwe of the high-quality textiles, the name of the
wene Jﬂmul} well estabilizhid wlsen |'-.Ill'h|lﬂlll.'- firs1 maker i= also incladed
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B Feature

Fig. B: Arm and
bracelet from an
ancestral offering pole,
fupdcin. Coentral Flores.
Ngada, Bajawa. The
stone bracelet repre-
sents an ivory exsample
waorn by nobles.

Wl bmribins. Besygsh of anm,
¥ % im; dearrecter ol Bangie, 17 on

£l na. T K FPSak

Facing page, clockwise
from upper left:

Flg. 9: Man with a
eylindrical hair orna-
mant. Pantar. May
1529,

Fg. 10: Twa side
cambs, bir, Pantar,
Mirabang region.
Tolab.

Ramdma, mcihe oF e, wegeial
Faer RS s Scemand I8 d ]
(=2

K% HE% and WS 268D

Fig: 12: Man in dance
costume. Tanjung
Hunga, Decembar
1928, Vatter collectad
similar material in
Aandie.

Flg. 11: Hair pin, sk,
Lebang, Pantar.
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The Bighlighis of the collectio diffir beiwern
|'III' woslerin il enstern |u|r| il the r.t,prn:lliinn
From Fast Flores o Lembata, exceptionally fine
warp kot fextiles are prisloced, woven from eors
ioi. Best b 1||.u||l:|. are wopnen s clodhs fan 1
Momdirt awmed abe Taba in Fast Flores, westernn
Selor. and 1 Apr; Laennbera, andl Lerek om
Lembuts, These are all elaboraiely worked in che
kit pechubiue woad dved with naoeral dyes, puin-
I Mlararactsy cedrafilien Tor red aoad andigo for olark
Bl Ar the time 1|||':.' wirre allecteal, the eloalie
were wseil as prestige wear, bat they also b (ol
a1ill |:|.1'|-r'_| an impsartant oeremonial Duonction s
aiflte between clins on the veension of marriage
aned wther life ovele riuals. Vatter fully recognized
thir imiprsrtnnee af tlese fwextiles and he recornbol
il s of their prarticulir ||r-=i;.'|h s e s s
ailile. He ilso illlle'i'l'illll'II tliir 1'.1.|'r||li-:||u|||:|. hi_u:h
arsthetic aualir.

U Pantar and Mo on the sther hanil. fesiiles
were |rl'l-ri|Hl'ﬂ! |||I|:|. ki coastal compmiiiibes of
pasipcipdigenoaes origin. wd ey lind o erilirely
utilitnrian function. There artistic production
foeized on carved and inesised llhi""\l'l.-. sl spee-
taenlarly develogeed i the womrben moga lgures of
Alor, o Torm of deagon-siake than had (o afien
still hias) o progective Tanction loee ahe adividoal
it ensures the fertility of the community, Small
alijeets—herel-haxes, aups, spoons, aimd decorative
combis=—are aleo ormamented with iniricate spiral
nwstils ool sanetamies: inelinde wega repoesen-
Phietis el inte am ahsirnet sciting.

These twa groups of e colbection are visually
the st striking. But sems of personal adom-
ment—neckliees, carrings, beb= and s distine-
tive lir exlinders from Ao =il baskets apsed
fosr w variety of purpeoses are slso carefully worked
and often exquisitely decornted, The baskerry of
eansterm Indonesin i gechically amwong the moa
veraitile found anyvwhere, A coneeptoally com-
prles. licangonal basketry wenve s prominenily
repercsentied from the westermn piert of thae expeedi-
thon, waedl in |u|r||1'u|||rr!. alnlsarnee T Tae hold-
hing tobeece anl the ingredients thai ore pan of ihe
brepel l|uil|. Baskers froan Aor eveel in fine awill
wimve. olten highligheed  wigli aliflerene  colars,
Muchi of thie raw uiplerial for thes wis 1|u',-|“!|'
Fomnal, mrd the weavers were inaginative in ilieie
mtilientiosn of palon beaf, Bamlsss, eocomot 2lell,

] weeads,

The Collection’s Further istor

Why dsd ilsis exce il cilledtion remain slmonre
lor = fong? There ane tao reasons. Tlee first is vied 1o
il Ili:-1lil':| il '-I'IHI:IIIF-lli.‘J i mstertn Inidssisnn, wlieh
gt il reglaon visited by s Yater annl ahe
1970, Aler the expreclition of 1928-209 the
Lamaloslor pegion wis  ignoped v perefessionml
|IIIlEII‘I|-||II|-lq.'|~!- leI" 1w r-:nl:. Vi, ||r|l|| |'|.||!.'r.||-|-||||
Hi'flllﬂl!« hr‘il'“:n wastel Flors, The Catlislie miis=ion-
ary Paul Arode published several extensive works on
Fast Fhires, Sobos, ainl Vidsimicn alisch amn |-:-:|“"u1|-
v walupble for heir lngstie oformation and
reconds ol oral hiswey, Excegt for the works of
Warthia "'l:il"nl-|-'!| e | 18U sl Cora Dilsiss [ 1944),
Aor andd Paitar remained refatively oncharied term-
tory for ethnobogical research wil gudie fecemly,
Uil with ilse grovwiag et o Diilosesian texiiles,
stirting in tlee 190T0=, adish this Jriart ol the colleciion
eventunlly gain prominensce. The fies ikan clath 1 be
exbibiared nowid paahibishied (exeegn foe in Vamers ook
wies o texfibe from Solor, wlich was part of ihie 1979
show ot the Textibe Musewm in Washingron.® My own
reseatreh on the textibes of Lamalern was enriched by
the comprarison 1o early twentioth contury wexiles in
the vollection.” Evenmtually an eshibiion i Lis
Angeles i 1M pudd conskloralde iriluie o e
epualiny o the eollectiu mnl s sn=namding dis-

msepimiboe. ™ Sewoe the firs lli-u]1'.,‘1:|.' of the colloe i
alrraly afier its arvival in 1520 which was hidld on
thie wermsson ol e ms=inm’s twenty -Gl aiver-
sary, 1w exhibition has presenred e full Bbresdih of
Yaner = nuieriol

The sevomd renson For its relitive ohsciring i=
reloted e il lissoey of the Fronkfun Muoseum in
thae 1808 sl s elfeet o0 Vateers life, e was
gronted ooy o few vears of active scholarly lile
afier his retnr fooi lidooesu, o 1932, his bisok
abwpat the expedivion appeared, amd e polilished
oty smwe foriler ethosdogion] paper in 1% which
iliscmzeld ihe g figures of Aler, Early in ithe
decade, the Aleea sehelir Leo Fralenios assunied
an ipportant role i the musemm aod o 1934 bie
wiis inaile s aliector Frshwniines and Vavier wiere
oppeesiies i acndemic and personal rerms, and i
wits imnpemsihibe for them o work togetler In lis
et lisl af ialvsis, Vatier was |'u||||iri|'|||i|:|.- e iReni-
loaes, while Frabenius iewdel (o cope 0 swerping
1'lll1l'|ll1ill||h_ E"lbllll:-l'll“:I. rllrf. nl-—u LN (1] ||||||-||--|I|I
CHT TS dirring tliese tidwlen weairs. Frolwnhis il

fhinl .plllill 1|II' \II.!I- |IIII’|:|. jl”l I|r Wlla ||]|t;l-i'|||1h|lr\;|-







tive, while Vatter wos coanlorialle wiih & liberal

politieal specirum, His wile Haonog came from s
woll-taed Jewtiah Tamily anad they felv mr bome i
thie wirbimgse oellecinal and arestie wning of ihe
laite 190200

Yater psked 1o be tnmefered from ihe mpsemm
after Frolemins’ appointinent and be moved 1 the
Munkrpal Library o PR35 Marters wers 0 ged
wioirse, Hecose ol lds Jewsh wile, in Juone 1937 bhe
lest Biis rigla 1o pench ot ihe |||1||i1.|'r=il1.. nndl e whs
Fisrecesd imte retivenient foom lis post ot the librare o
few mumtlis lover. He had just tomed  fety-mne,
'l-lli:l ahirmpthy, late in ol sammer of 1939, b enbi-
grated 1o Chile with his wife and their thiree sops,
World War 11 beoke ot as theic alvigs wins Jeaving
Romerskain for =sath Amenen,

et covizration finuliesd die end of Est Viter's
wemilemie work. In Chile Iie and his wife starned g
clideken farn, which soon Faibed. The botldings wen:
refurhisdeed imio o childeen'’s liane, and i1 becmpme
epite peenlar for conigrant fomibies in Santiago o
seniil their offspring there for thie school holidays
Vatter by then waos ool g healidiv mon, He hpd suf-
fered from anzing precioris clurinng the crossing from
T R wind e mever fullv pecovered. e died of

III'.II.'| ril i!urr' L "l.l if II _:I'_'l L !I:I !H
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Fﬁ', 13:= Thraw

peendants,
Keloreama, Solar

Hi= wife evenmally memiened i Loy in e
1970, With heck aod a b of detective work. 1
exitdislicd Foptamen witli lier i 19680 I was o sue
prise for g bo find ber sill alives wond Toe lser eliis
miecting was ihe first inkling she had luosd of any
interest in e Behamnd s weork anad il sollections he
had Bronshi back o Frankloe. She moilde a greai
contribatien 1o funler research on their ixpeelithon
il finalings. by making availabile oll of her phoo-
grapie muterial froan ithe espedition, i aell as ler
field ahimry. The photographs and potes werne vala-
alale whien their irvels from 1928-29 were perrsceid
o han seveniy-five years laer, jus in rme w
findd somne people =6l alive whe had leen fels-
togrnpihesd s claldren or the tme of (e expediion,
wd i i-||*||I||'3. ||:| nmee =evern] mmen nd wonen
wlve b apgeeared o the expedition aceoomnns

Eibtinograpdoe collectinns albow e s glingee of life
al @ |h:-|r|||'|||||r insersend in ||i-|u|1_| ] I|||':|. nre well
sbocummented, this pastiche con b especially voluahle,
I s pame dlunt o link con be esaalilished o il s
lsiat the reeent work o ilie 'I.]tllq-r i ||“|1 i1 ||ru-.4|||-.
an exceplion. I gives secess i tlie bistory of people
i vastern Indonesia by ouking bath persomnl amd
istorical links thad are meaningfol and mponan i
e present, The eollection of amifacts comes alive
mgain b lwse wlkse ancesties groduced i, amid o
thie seholars and collectors wlio now apprecinge e

ellort qnd =Kill that went it mnking the aljeers
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Fig. 14 (abowve):
Three spoons, luol.
Tafuikadeli, Kalaisi,
Cantral Alor

Flg: 15: Original file
card written by Emst
Vatter showing his
mathod of
dacimantation.

H‘.. 16: Four spoons,
hit. Pantar, region of
Murizbang. Tolab.
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